to rebuild their war-torn country, most of the time they did it at the expense of their cultural heritage.
Some attribute this negligence to personal and corporate greed, as well as to a general indifference on the part of the Lebanese toward their own cultural heritage. The Directorate General of Antiquities (DGA) was established after Lebanon's independence in 1943 but was insufficiently structured or equipped to deal with a watershed of destruction and threats to Lebanon's heritage, both during the war and after it. The weaknesses of this governmental agency are largely due to the same political, partisan, and economic factors that have paralyzed other governmental agencies in Lebanon. Many scholars have elaborated on these reasons since the 1980s, and, more recently, in two articles published by two Lebanese professors in American media outlets (Abdul Massih 2010; Sader 2013) .
One of their main grievances was the dysfunction of the DGA over the last few years. This was partly due to the lack of a director, whose guidance was necessary to provide the agency with a vision and strategy. It was also the result of a handful of officials who created a preferred pool of local subcontractors that they could closely monitor. The destruction of sites, especially in Beirut, ramped up where powerful real estate companies could successfully impose their agendas over the national cultural interest. Accusations of the DGA either caving in to political pressure or giving lip service to those companies were regularly in the news and shared on social media. In the name of modernity, ancient landmarks of Beirut, such as elements of the ancient port, Roman baths, and Byzantine churches were either destroyed or dismantled. National and foreign archaeological excavations were often denied licenses to work in the country, according f r o M t h E g u E s t E d i t o r hanan charaf i V | F r o m t h e G u e s t e d i to r to a policy that Hélène Sader described as an "undeclared 'nationalistic' attitude" (2013 Following his appointment in February 2014, the present Minister of Culture, H.E. Mr. Rony Araiji-who was aware of the organizational problems inside the DGA, fueled by obsolete laws and the absence of a general director-established a program to enhance archaeology in Lebanon. Since electing a new director was a top priority for the new minister in order to move projects forward, he helped nominate Mr. Sarkis el-Khoury in January 2015, an architect specializing in the restoration of historical buildings, to the position of director general of antiquities. This act gave new life to cultural heritage and archaeology in Lebanon. Already, positive steps have been taken to encourage foreign scholars to undertake work in Lebanon and to modernize archaeological research by fostering initiatives and signing agreements with national and international research institutes and laboratories. Additionally, different national universities were given permits for surveys and excavations across the country. On the side of historical monuments and sites, the reactivation of the Lebanese committee of the International Council of Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) a few months ago provided new momentum to sustain existing cultural heritage, initiate training, and develop cooperation with national and international organizations.
Lebanon has traditionally been underrepresented in American scholarship. Since the University of Pennsylvania stopped working at Sarafand (ancient Sarepta), after the outbreak of the civil war, not a single American excavation team has resumed interest, at least publicly, in Lebanon after the end of hostilities in 1990.
Interest in the history and heritage of this country is only sporadically sparked by individuals (mostly university students), who are searching for excavation opportunities or subjects for their theses and dissertations. General or specialized publications relevant to Lebanese archaeology are extremely scarce in the United States (US). Moreover, international museum exhibits dedicated to Lebanese heritage on the scale of those organized in European countries 1 are equally non-existent, even though Lebanon is considered the homeland of Phoenician civilization. This dearth of American involvement in Lebanese cultural heritage is striking, considering that one of the oldest educational establishments in Lebanon, the American University of Beirut (AUB; formerly the Syrian Protestant College) was founded in 1866 by American missionaries. The only direct American contributions to Lebanese archaeology today are small monetary grants made available through the Ambassadors 3 Notably, eight of the 14 contributors were Lebanese archaeologists or museologists. While the topics covered in this double issue dealt with the pre-classical periods, it was done with the intention of crafting another volume on the later periods. Now at the helm of the Journal of Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology and Heritage Studies, Ann Killebrew (together with Sandra Scham) has once again entrusted me to compile multiple issues on the archaeology of Lebanon during the classical and post-classical periods. Responses from the various scholars that we contacted were overwhelming, requiring us to devote three issues to this small region of the ancient world. Once again, the majority of the authors are Lebanese scholars, most of whom will be publishing their work in an English-language American journal for the first time.
Both volumes follow a roughly chronological order. The first set of articles offers an array of topics that encompass a more traditional presentation of sites in addition to new ventures in heritage culture preservation. They cover the three main geographical regions of Lebanon: the Bekaa Valley (Abdul Massih; Newson), the mountains (Chaaya; Waliszewski and Wicenciak), and the coast (Panayot Haroun; Waliszewski and Gwiazda).
In this issue, Jeanine Abdul Massih and Anis Chaaya offer two world-premiere discoveries. For the first time, Abdul Massih presents her extraordinary 2014 discovery in the Roman city of Baalbek (ancient Heliopolis)-a partially hewn megalith left in situ in the quarry and measuring more than 21 m long and weighing over 1,600 metric tons! Chaaya reveals the existence of a stunning castle perched some 2,219 m above sea level, probably making it the loftiest fortress in the Middle East. Paul Newson conducts a study on Greco-Roman funerary customs in the Bekaa Valley, an extremely rich region thanks to its strategic location linking the southern Levant to Syria and Mesopotamia, but still poorly investigated. Tomasz Waliszewski, Mariusz Gwiazda, and Urszula Wicenciak present two articles on the two lesser known-albeit important-sites: Jiyeh (ancient Porphyreon) on the coast has yielded the largest number of mosaics found to date in Lebanon, most of which are on display in the museum of Beiteddine in the Chouf mountains overlooking the coast south of Beirut. The other is Chhim, an ancient mountain village that preserves the best example of an olive oil production facility found to date in Lebanon.
While the other articles deal solely with archaeological findings, Nadine Panayot Haroun's article demonstrates the urgent need to implement projects that preserve both tangible and intangible heritage. The project she is heading in Anfeh (probably ancient Ampi), which is a fisherman's village on the northern Lebanese coast today, combines scientific exploration of the site with new proposals to sustain and promote its rich heritage. Such projects are still a novelty in Lebanon but are gaining some traction with the help of international organizations. An itinerant exhibit on the archaeological heritage of Tyre, housed in a trailer, was recently created by the DGA and the Mediterranean project Archeomedsites. 4 This "traveling museum" has visited many cities and villages in Lebanon with the aim of building awareness of the heritage of this ancient city. The need to engage local communities in the preservation of their local heritage is absolutely crucial in these politically insecure times. Fostering an awareness and appreciation for one's heritage is a powerful tool to prevent wanton destruction prompted by greed or ignorance. Indeed, since 1992, large parts of historical Beirut have disappeared, falling prey to rich and greedy real estate companies. Now, the traditional Middle Eastern downtown that has existed in the city since the Ottoman period has been replaced by a gentrified and sterile downtown, thus robbing the Lebanese of large sections of their shared history.
In conclusion, this issue and the forthcoming double issue of JEMAHS come at a time when the heritage of the Middle East is under grave threat as a result of ignorance and ideological extremism. Systematic destructions, starting with the obliteration of the Bamiyan statues in Afghanistan, have grown in intensity and breadth. Entire segments of human cultural heritage have disappeared. While some sites were documented and studied in the past (as was Palmyra in Syria), others were obliterated before archaeologists could begin research or continue working on them. Many international agencies, whether governmental or non-profit, have sounded the alarm and have stepped up efforts to protect this endangered heritage. These non-violent efforts are absolutely necessary. But what would also help those countries at war or under threat would be to implement programs aimed at extensively publishing their cultural heritage. This would not only document the losses (through maps, plans, drawings, photos, satellite images, and oral eyewitness accounts) but help keep the memory of these lost antiquities in the national memory and narrative. For example, museum and public library programs that present one's national culture heritage to locals, especially youngsters, would be one worthwhile endeavor. 5 Many nations across the world cannot weigh in politically or diplomatically on the armed conflicts ravaging the Middle East and Central Asia, but they can help tremendously by welcoming scholars from these war-torn countries and offering them scholarships. Yet the stinging truth is that one of the most difficult challenges to implementing any project, whether short-or long-term, is funding. Funding the preservation of cultural heritage would pay in long-term dividends much more than any other program, because it will tie populations to their countries by preserving their heritage and thus their identities. The US government is giving grants to many learned societies and cultural organizations to help implement such programs. This is laudable; however, more funding is needed to expand these programs.
At a time when scientific research is being drastically cut in the US, individuals can also help. The Arabic Diaspora, established for decades on American soil, has a golden opportunity-let alone the moral obligation-to help document and preserve the tangible and intangible heritage of the countries they left for a better or different life in America. They can do so by helping fund organizations that are already invested in the fight to preserve the rich human heritage of the Middle East and North Africa. Arab communities have traditionally been modest in establishing foundations or organizations to help support the cultural heritage in their native countries. In Lebanon, for example, not a single excavation has been financed by anyone from the Lebanese Diaspora. If funds were made more available through individual and federal grants, the US with its advantageous position as a world leader in scientific research could certainly play a tremendous-and possibly a history-defining role-in helping preserve and disseminate the cultural heritage of Lebanon and all of the Middle Eastern countries besieged by violence or threats.
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